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President’s Corner 

September  2019 
hello folks:   

Well my time as president is coming to a close, it has been my 
pleasure to serve you folks.  I would like to thank all the people, 
who are still alive, who has helped me over the last 30+ years, to try 
to keep the club going. I will still be around.  If you open the cabinet 
to the genesis bows, close it and lock it. remember to vote for new 
officers, if you want to run for a office, let us know, ballots will close 
at the upcoming club meeting. The Halloween party will be Sat. Oct. 
19th stating at 5:00 there will be some food and drink, dress up if 
you like. We are working with the cedar rapids tourism board, to 
promote the club. The club picture will be taken at 4:00 on Sept. 
14th Saturday, rain or shine.  be there or be square.  Also on the 
14th we have the deer slayer, clout, game feed potluck, coon shoot, 
and the shoot for the young kids, and new archers. the 3-D is also 
on Sunday.  We will be setting the deer slayer on Monday the 9th 
starting at 5:30. Frank the leather man  is suppose the be there, if 
you need any leather goods..   shoot straight be safe    Rick 
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  Why Are You A Waltonian Archer Of Linn County 
 

 

I started to shoot a compound bow around 1980 and attended several shoot in the area, with 
Craig Waite.  This was the start of Randy comes in last place. I joined the club in 1985 and 
have been shooting ever since.  The funny thing is I am either in last place or one up from the 
bottom shooter as well a team for leagues such is life though.  Craig Waite was instrumental 
in getting me into the club.  I shoot either the compound or the stick. I do shoot leagues both 
the summer and winter and of course I usually come in last. I also have lost literally dozens of 
arrows over the years all over Eastern Iowa. I truly love to shoot either the stick or the com-
pound Bow although as of late I am shooting the stick more. I purchases the Recurve in 1986 
and the company is no longer in business and the bow is worth quite a bit more than the 
$50.00 I paid for it.  I have had the pleasure of shooting with a lot of the club members I am 
now shooting with the Mally family a lot.   
 
 
 
       Randy Beelner 
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      HISTORY CORNER 

1957 The club members planted 800 

pine trees after the grounds were 

cleared. There was a dedication 

ceremony. This consisted of the 

shooting of an arrow into a plaque by 

Fred Enders there was some concern 

that this might unnerve Fred. Bob 

Linsey pointed to a spot in the center of 

the plaque and told Fred to shoot that 

spot this is what Fred proceeded to do. 

There wasn’t a dry in the crowd  

1958 Al Nelson and Burns Byram took 

up the search for water but were 

unsuccessful in the fall there was a 

Halloween costume ball and this was a 

lot of fun. The club returned to some of 

the social events in order to raise some 

money  

The Waltonian Archers Of Linn County 

Would Like to thank the Wapsi Valley 

Warriors Joad And there Couches as 

well as the Judges and other archers 

for coming out and Participating in the 
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One young member of the Waltonian Archers Of Linn 

County was inspired by the Joad group he had to have 

sun glasses so he looked like the other archers. This is 

why it so important to encourage young archers to try 

all kinds of archery. 
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   Why 3D Archery Will Make You a Better Bowhunter 
             March 14, 2018  

  
 

                                                                                                                                                                     | By Brian Grossman 

        https://www.qdma.com/3d-archery-will-make-better-bowhunter/    

 

When discussing 3D archery with those unfamiliar with the sport, I often describe it as “golf for bowhunters.” That’s because 3D archery takes the 
challenge — and frustration — of golf and combines it with the fun and excitement of shooting your bow in various true-to-life hunting situations. 

What’s not to love? So I’m always surprised at how few bowhunters take advantage of 3D archery opportunities. 

Not only is 3D archery fun and challenging, but I can’t think of a better way to spend a day outdoors with friends and family. I’ve enjoyed  

participating with friends for years now, but it wasn’t until my daughter recently picked up archery that it took on a whole new meaning for me.  

It has given us a common interest to discuss and an opportunity to spend quality time together doing something we both enjoy. 

Beyond just the time we get to spend together, though, I know shooting 3D archery is going to give her the edge when she takes her bow to the 
woods for the first time this fall. And it can give you an edge, too. Let’s take a look at what 3D archery is all about, and then we’ll discuss four  

ways participating in the sport will improve your odds of success this deer season. 

https://www.qdma.com/author/brian-grossman/
https://www.qdma.com/3d-archery-will-make-better-bowhunter/
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      What Is 3D Archery? 
For those of you not familiar with 3D archery, it goes something like this: you follow a trail through the woods and/or fields, stopping occa-
sionally to shoot at a foam, life-like animal target placed at an unknown distance. You get one shot at each target and receive a score based 
on where your arrow hits the target. Most shoots have 20 to 40 total targets ranging from bobcats to bears, to deer, elk and everything in 
between. Most shoots offer a variety of shooting classes based on age, equipment and ability. So someone who just wants to come out 
with their hunting bow to prepare for deer season doesn’t have to compete against a competitive archer with a professional target-bow 
setup. Some shoots offer “known distance” classes where you can use a rangefinder to determine the target distance, but most are 
“unknown” — meaning you have to estimate the yardage on your own and shoot accordingly. So how does all this better prepare you for 
bowhunting? Let’s take a look. 

The author watches as his daughter, Brooke, prepares to take a shot at a local 3D archery shoot. 
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It Keeps You in Good Practice 
For years, I did what many bowhunters do: after deer season, I would put my bow away and not get it back out until a few weeks before 
the next deer season. I would then proceed to shoot for the next two or three weeks then go straight into hunting mode. The problem with 
this method is you never end up shooting enough to develop good muscle memory or discover flaws in your form or shot execution. 

On the flip side, if you are shooting 3D archery in the off season, your time spent practicing increases significantly. Not only through partici-

pating in shoots but with the practice you will likely implement preparing for those shoots. I mean, you don’t want to hand over bragging 

rights to your buddies, do you? That increased practice will keep your shooting muscles in shape and help you develop a consistent, relia-

ble shot going into deer season. It will also give you time to correct any issues you may discover in your shooting form.  

 

It Ensures Your Equipment is Well-Tuned 
Another bonus of shooting 3D archery in the off-season is the ability to address any equipment issues that may have developed since deer 
season. Strings stretch. Sights get bumped. Equipment malfunctions. If you don’t pick up your bow until a week or two before the season, 
then you may not have time to address or even discover an equipment issue. No one wants to kick off deer season with their bow in the 
shop. By shooting all year, you’ll be much more in tune (pun intended) with your equipment, and by the time deer season arrives, both you 
and your equipment should be at the top of your game. 

It Improves Your Yardage Estimation 
I can’t tell you how many deer I missed when I first started bowhunting in the late 80s. Actually, I probably could, but I don’t want to relive 
all those painful memories. Without fail, a deer would step into my shooting lane, and with my heart pounding, I would watch in disgust as 
my arrow sailed over the deer’s back. When the pressure was on, I just couldn’t judge yardage to save my life. 

With more of today’s hunters packing rangefinders into the woods, it seems yardage estimation is becoming a lost art. But what if a deer 

slips in quietly, giving you no time to pull out your rangefinder? Or what if your rangefinder’s batteries die or your rangefinder malfunctions 

at the moment of truth? It’s important to be able to accurately estimate the distance to your target, and that skill can be honed when 

shooting 3D archery.  
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Since 3D archery targets are placed at various unmarked distances, you have to get used to judging those distances. With the release of an 

arrow, you will quickly discover the accuracy of your guess. You can then step it off as you retrieve your arrow to see how close you were. 

Some 3D archery shoots offer “known” classes, which allow shooters in that class to carry and use a rangefinder. If you’re going to shoot a 

known-distance class, I would still encourage you to make an initial estimate of the target distance before ranging it, so you get the benefit 

of sharpening your yardage estimation skills. 
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It Builds Confidence in Your Shot 
All of these things discussed so far combine to provide the biggest benefit of all to shooting 3D archery — confidence. The increased prac-
tice will build confidence in both your ability and your equipment, and judging target distances will build confidence in that area, as well. 
That confidence will pay dividends when the buck you’ve been after all season finally steps into your shooting lane. You will be much less 
likely to succumb to buck fever because the shot will be second nature. 

As I mentioned earlier, I missed my share of deer early in my bowhunting days because of my inability to judge distance under pressure, 
but it probably had just as much to do with my lack of confidence in my shooting ability, as well. The result is often referred to as “buck 
fever.” It wasn’t until I started shooting 3D archery and practicing year-round that I developed a confidence in my shot which allowed me 
to maintain control even when my heart was beating so loud I thought the deer were going to hear it. 

Final Thoughts 
For me, 3D archery gives me something to look forward to outside of the hunting season. It’s a great way to get outdoors, fellowship with 
other bowhunters, and sharpen my archery skills. And most importantly, it gives my daughter and me an opportunity to spend quality time 
together doing something we both enjoy. In the end, we are better archers and better bowhunters because of 3D archery. 

Note: If your child has an interest in 3D archery, be sure to check out Scholastic 3D Archery (S3DA), a program that works with schools, 

sportsmen’s clubs and archery dealers to foster, educate and guide youth in the areas of 3-D, indoor target, and outdoor target archery as 

well as safe, ethical bowhunting practices. QDMA is a proud partner of S3DA. 

http://www.s3da.org/
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Ways and Means 

Ways and Means Committee Chairman 

Jeremiah Zeien : 319-491-1667 

Committee  

Jennifer Rupp 

Chad Curtis 

Gayla Lewis 

Brian Smith 

Brian Paltjon 

Diane Mally 

HATS, SHIRTS, ETC. FOR SALE!!! 

2018-2019 Club Officers 
 

President:   Rick Rogers   319-270-8951  bowman_rog@hotmail.com 
Vice President:  Dan Perra   319-393-9196  dan-sr@perra-us.net 
Secretary:   Gayla Lewis   563-212-3457              Silverbay13@gmail.com   
Treasurer:  Don Parker   319-431-0979  don.parker@mchsi.com 
Board Member:  Jerry Carter   319-446-7769  ccarterja@gmail.com 
Board Member:  Dennis Ringgenberg 319-329-0013  dringge@mchsi.com 
Board Member:  Jeremiah Zeien  319-491-1667  Jeremiah.Zeien@imonmail.com 

Shavings Editor 

Jeremiah Zeien Email: jeremiahzeien@imonmail.com 

Event Calendar 


